
MIKE DRISCOLL 

Honorable Dan Morales 
Attorney General of Texas 
Supreme Court Building 
P.O. Box 12548 
Austin TX 78711-2548 

RE: Under what circumstances is the Harris County Hospital District (“HCHD”) 
authorized to pay for private legal counsel to represent a HCHD employee in a 
civil .matter? 

Dear General Morales: 

The Harris County Attorney on behalf of HCHD, requests your opinion on the following specific 
,~_~ _ luestion: 

(1) Is HCHD authorized to pay for private legal counsel for representation of a HCHD 
employee in a civil matter after the employee has already contracted on her own and 
made partial payment to her attorney? 

The Harris County Attorney previously sought and received your opinion regarding its 
representation of a HCHD employee accused of committing criminal acts during the course of his 
duties. You informed us that we cannot represent HCHD employees in these matters or compensate 
attorneys, after the fact, for their representation of a HCHD employee (see DM-107). Recently, HCHD 
has asked us about the representation of a hospital district employee in a civil matter. Previously, on 
August 1,1994, the Harris County Attorney’s Office asked similar questions on behalf of Harris County 
(see RQ-740), but the County has not yet received an answer. 

Please furnish us with an expedited opinion on the above question 

Sincerely, 

MIKE DRISCOLL 
County Attorney 

by: w 

Assistant County Attorney 

Fnt Assistant: Marsha L. Floyd * Bureau Chiefs: James E. McKnight. Admin. Services, Jerry B. Schank. 
David R. Hurley l Division Chiefs: Dali A. Wind. Anthony E La%, Mary J. McKerall, 

Rock W.A. Owens, Lisa S. Rice. Frank E. Sanders. Richard S. Hill. Rosalinda Garcia 


